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INDIAN COUNTRY SNAPSHOT:  

Navajo Nation 
 
In 2016, seeking to address a critical shortage of qualified Navajo doctors to provide quality, culturally appropriate 
healthcare to its growing population, the Navajo Nation forged an MOU with the University of Arizona’s Colleges of 
Medicine (UA) to create the Navajo Nation Future Physicians’ Scholarship Fund. The agreement – which the two parties 
renewed in 2022 for another five years – gives financial aid (through scholarships provided by Navajo’s Department of Diné 
Education that are matched with equal funding awarded by UA) to fully cover the tuition, fees, and related academic 
support costs for up to seven Navajo scholars each year as they work towards obtaining a pre-medical degree at UA’s 
Tucson and Phoenix campuses.1 “Designed to prepare students from rural and economically challenged parts of Arizona 
to qualify for entrance to medical school,”2 the initiative prepares future doctors to provide care in critical-need areas of 
Navajo community-based healthcare specialization such as internal medicine, family medicine, obstetrics, and 
pediatrics.3 Fund recipients who obtain the pre-medical degree – seven Navajo Nation citizens have done so to date – earn 
guaranteed admission to UA’s Doctor of Medicine program and then move on to multi-year medical residencies either with 
IHS or hospitals in other parts of the country.4 They then are required to return home to the Navajo Nation to provide care 
to their fellow citizens, delivering the Nation a vital return on the significant educational investment it has made in them. 5 
As UA sees Navajo’s commitment to the Fund’s beneficiaries, “They are investing in you, and the way that you can repay 
them is serving the community.”6 Nearly a decade after its establishment, the Future Physicians’ Scholarship Fund is 
enabling Navajo students “to fulfill their aspirations of becoming physicians, while serving as role models for Navajo youth 
who want to follow in their footsteps.”7 In 2023, Navajo signed a similar MOA with UA to train Navajo citizens to become 
licensed medical veterinarians, addressing a critical shortage on the reservation.8 
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